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Message from the PTA President~ 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
• Mon., April 6—Snow 

Make-up Day; Author 
Carol Crane visits 
Underwood! 

• Tues.,  April 7—Snow 
Make-up Day 

• Wed., April 8 – Mon., 
April 13—Spring Break 

• Wed., April 15 – Wed. 
April 29—Labels Contest 

• Mon., April 20 -  Fri., 
April 24—Office 
Appreciation Week 

• Wed., April 22, 2:30-
3:30—PTA Board Mtg. 

• Thurs., April 30, 11:30 – 
1:00—Volunteer Tea 
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This newsletter is 
created on a monthly 

basis by the Underwood 
PTA.  Please refer to the 
calendar on the school 

website at 
http://www.localendar.
com/public/Underwood
GT for future deadlines 
and distribution dates.  
Submissions may be  

e-mailed to Beth 
Dickinson at 

twoflgators@nc.rr.com. 
 

 
Budget Talk  by Jacqueline Jordan, Principal 
 
I know many of you have been concerned, as we have, hearing the news of limited 
funds available for students and the impact this may have on our program in the future. 
I thought this would be a good time to share a few details that we know at this time in 
the hopes of answering some of your questions. Additionally, I would like to invite you 
to email me at any time or drop by or call if you have questions as the months move on 
and things continue to change with regard to the budget. 
 
First, as you know, the district has instituted a hiring freeze.  The hiring freeze impacts 
all positions except classroom teacher positions. For some of our colleagues, this means 
their schools have been running without secretaries, assistant principals, custodians, 
etc. We’ve been very fortunate not to be affected by this step yet.  
 
Secondly, the district has changed the allotment formula. Now, in order to earn 
positions, we need more students.  In the past we earned one teacher for every 20.7 
students. Now it is 20.9.  This seems so small, but when you culminate that for 500 
students it adds up.  These same allotment changes have also impacted our specialists 
staffing months of employment.   
 
Next, the school system has asked all principals to hold back 5% of their hiring for the 
coming year in case the legislators cut funding for schools. Often, budgets from the 
state are not finalized until well into the start the school year. By being proactive and 
not filling all our positions, we can hopefully avoid a potential lay off of employees. This 
could impact Underwood as we face starting the school year less than fully staffed. 
 
I am hopeful that the state will act quickly and finalize their budget so that we as a 
district can move forward and have all our ducks in a row for the start of the school 
year. If that doesn’t happen, we will work hard together to establish our plans for the 
beginning of the year and adapt to changes as we get them, just as we always do. So 
many of you have expressed your willingness to pitch in and help during this challenging 
time, and I want each of you to know that we do appreciate it. Many have expressed a 
desire to “do something,” in terms of speaking out on behalf of our school and the 
importance of maintaining funding for education.  As always, your locally elected 
officials, such as our school board representatives, as well as state officials such as 
Beverly Purdue, are open to hear your ideas.  
 
I have total confidence in Wake County Public School System and Underwood GT 
Magnet Elementary School.  Times are challenging for everyone in all businesses, but 
we will get through this. Mr. DiMarco has a great saying, “Tough times never last, but 
tough people do.”  I am so proud of the teachers, staff and students here and I know 
that we will continue to shine.  I appreciate, as always, your support.   
 
 

http://www.localendar.com/public/UnderwoodGT
http://www.localendar.com/public/UnderwoodGT
http://www.localendar.com/public/UnderwoodGT
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Message from the PTA President: 
 

March brought wild weather to Underwood, teasing us with some gorgeous spring days and then reminding us 
that Mr. Groundhog meant business when he predicted six more weeks of winter!  Who would have thought 
we’d enjoy yet another snow day.  The wild weather might have delayed the PTA Family Spirit Night, but it 
certainly didn’t stop a host of Underwood families and some teachers, too, from enjoying delicious Italian food 
and festivities the following week.  Thanks to our Spirit Committee Chairs, Lisa Rodriguez and Michelle Jacobs 
for their coordinating efforts.  Thanks also to Amedeo’s North who hosted us and returned a percentage of the 
night’s profits to support the PTA. 
 

A huge thanks also to Jenn DiMeo and Gena Bancroft, chairs of the first-ever Unicorn Trot, an initiative 
designed to highlight our PTA focus on the importance of health and fitness and encourage community 
participation in a fun way.   Read more in this newsletter for highlights and please help show appreciation to 
all of the sponsors who made the event possible.   And related to FUN fundraising, thanks goes to Yvette 
Williard and Kimball Hagopian for their efforts to make possible the very popular, Original Art project. 
 

Rounding out March and sending us right into April, our Cultural Arts Committee efforts are paying dividends 
this month hosting two important events related to our second PTA focus area – Literacy!  Writer-in-
Residence, Michael Beadle, will spend a week with our 4th graders and author, Carol Crane, will lead our first 
Underwood Literacy Day, spending time with students in each grade level.  A genuine thank you goes to Anne 
Cooper for shepherding the Cultural Arts efforts on behalf of the PTA this year.  She has done an amazing job 
ensuring quality experiences for all of our children while simultaneously engaging the support of the teachers 
and administration to make sure that initiatives dovetail with instructional goals.  
 

And while we’re expressing thanks – much appreciation to the dads and the mom (and Mr. Shehdan!) who 
helped move 40 monitors and 40 systems in support of the Computer Refresh effort.  We’d still be in the dark 
ages without you, Ms. Shehdan!!! 
 

And, though, I realize that spring fever is probably running high with Spring Break just around the corner, 
there will be some exciting and important things to look forward to when you return to school in April.  We 
will celebrate the dedication and contributions of a very important group who makes a huge difference for the 
entire Underwood Community.  From April 20th-April 24th please help us honor our incredible office and 
administrative staff during Office & Administration Appreciation Week!  Check out the information in this 
newsletter and watch your email for additional details about the week’s events. 
 

Get Inspired; Stay Involved! 
 

Sheila Benny 
PTA President ’08-‘09 
 

Happy Spring!  
 
 

 

   

 

 

Underwood PTA website link http://underwoodes.wcpss.net/pta2.html 
 

Join the Underwood Yahoo Newsgroup http://underwoodes.wcpss.net/pta_email_signup2.html 
 

http://underwoodes.wcpss.net/pta2.html
http://underwoodes.wcpss.net/pta_email_signup2.html
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Artspleasure 
 
Artspleasure is a delightful evening for parents and children to celebrate the arts together at 
Underwood.  Co-sponsored by the PTA and the Underwood Arts Team, Artspleasure also raises 
crucial money to supplement arts funding at our school.  For example, art supplies, costumes, 
musical scores, clay, scripts, and instrument repairs are all funded with the money raised at 
Artspleasure.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On that evening, you and your child can roam the campus watching some of the 4th quarter elective 
classes perform including:  dance, Spanish, drama, band, handbells, juggling and strings.  Stop in 
the cafeteria for a pizza dinner and to make a sundae.  Work together with your child to create a 
family craft.  Conclude the evening at the popular Sock Hop.  Mark your calendars now for: 

 

Artspleasure 
Thursday, June 4 (rain or shine) 

5:00-8:00pm 
Events occur throughout the Underwood campus 

 
You may be wondering which parts cost money? 

• Performances are all FREE! 
• Simple meal and beverage items cost $1 and $2 
• The Family Craft costs $5 
• Admission to the Sock Hop $1 

 
Hopefully, you’re wondering how you can help! 

• Donate money to the PTA, marked Artspleasure. 
• Donate food and beverage items.  Stay tuned for specific needs! 
• Volunteer for a shift to sell tickets at Artspleasure. 
• Check your Sunday newspaper each week for A.C. Moore and Michael’s “40%  off (or more!) 

coupons.”  Send any you find and don’t want to Debby Jacobs so that she can purchase 
supplies for the family craft. 

• Bring your family and participate in a memorable evening. 
• Invite families you know who will be attending Underwood in fall 2009. 

 
In the meantime, watch the Underwood Yahoo Group and the May Newsletter for more 
information. 
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Get Your Scissors Ready!!!Get Your Scissors Ready!!!Get Your Scissors Ready!!!Get Your Scissors Ready!!!    
 
It is almost time for the last Labels Collection Contest for this school year! We will 
hold the contest April 15th – April 29th!  The last contest was very successful and 
we appreciate all the clipping you have done.  
 
 

Here is what to collect and send in during contest time: 
 *General Mills Boxtops  
 * Campbell’s Labels for Education (Just the coupon portion) 
 *Tyson ABC Labels 
 *Harris Teeter Milk Caps 
 

Please send all “labels” in to your child’s teacher in a ziplock bag with the teacher’s name on it.  
We hope you will help us in this easy way to earn valuable products for our school!  Please direct any 
questions to Melisa Welch at welchs24@earthlink.net 
 

Remember that prizes will be given to the two classes (one K-2nd and one 3rd – 5th) for the most “labels” 
collected!  
 

Happy Clipping!  
 
 

              
 

mailto:welchs24@earthlink.net
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Love Your Magnet School?  
Sing Your Praises! 

 
The Magnet Programs Office is interested in collecting parent testimonials for the updated 
magnet website that they plan to roll-out later this spring. The Office would love to get 
statements from parents about ways that the MAGNET PROGRAM has benefitted their child. 
These statements might also be used in the magnet booklet and in other media materials that 
they use for marketing magnet schools.  
   
Parents may send their testimonials to TAnderson-Powell@wcpss.net or to this email, 
magnetcenter@wcpss.net . Testimonials may be any length however, they reserve the right to 
edit them to fit their needs and space limitations.  
 
The Magnet Office also welcomes student testimonials about their experience in the MAGNET 
PROGRAM at their school. Those may also be sent to Tamani Anderson Powell at the above email 
addresses.  
 
If you have other questions or need more information, please feel free to call Tamani at 
919.501.7924.  
 
For More Information, Contact: 

Tamani Anderson Powell  
Magnet Programs  
Wake County Public School System  

(919) 501-7924 

TAnderson-Powell@wcpss.net  
 

The Theme for the 2009-2010 Reflections Program is 
“Beauty Is…” 

Start planning your entries for next Fall. 
 

                 Please contact:  Lesia Lee-Koonce for questions  
                                           lesia.lee@rexhealth.com or 919 783 7885. 

NNEEXXTT  PPTTAA  BBOOAARRDD  MMEEEETTIINNGG  
 

Wednesday, April 22 
2:30 PM – 3:30 PM 

Meet in the Media Center 
 

Nomination forms for next year’s officers will be 
available. 

 

mailto:TAnderson-Powell@wcpss.net
mailto:magnetcenter@wcpss.net
mailto:lesia.lee@rexhealth.com
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    Teacher Appreciation Week 
    May 4th-8th 

 
 

This year, the PTA wants to honor all of our wonderful teachers 
by having families donate books to the media center.  Look for 
the wish lists coming out soon and honor our teachers with the 
gift of literacy for all of our students. Keep your eyes open for 
"Donate a Book" Day during Teacher Appreciation Week! More 

details to come on all the ways we will support our 
wonderful Underwood teachers during this special week!!! 

 
 

 
Be A Part of Underwood’s History! 

 
Here’s a question - have you ever been out on the playground area at Underwood, perhaps for the welcome 
back picnic, Field Day, or another school event, and noticed the bricks lining the sidewalk outside the doors 
opposite the Media Center?  Have you ever wondered where they came from, how they got there, or even why 
they are there in the first place?  Well, here’s a little history for you. 
 
Underwood Elementary has been a member of the Five Points community since 1926, when it opened as 
Hayes Barton Elementary.  In the late 1990’s, school officials, city planners, parents, and interested community 
members started a series of discussions about the future of the building and how it should be updated to take 
us forward into the new millenium.  After much heart-felt and heated discussion, it was decided that the 
buildings would be renovated and expanded.  During the two-year process, Underwood Elementary moved to 
a location on Western Boulevard. 
 
For the 2003-2004 school year, we celebrated the newly-renovated Underwood Elementary school by offering 
families, alumni, and community partners the opportunity to order a brick engraved with a special message for 
their child, a favorite teacher, or even the school.  For example, see if you can find the brick that says, “Tear it 
down?  I don’t think so!”, a reference to the heated arguments that took place at community meetings about 
whether it was a good idea to renovate the school or start from scratch. 
 

It’s been six years since that first celebration, and a whole generation 
of elementary-school children has moved through Underwood.  Many 
of the children whose names are on the bricks are now in high 
school!  It’s time for “Underwood: The Next Generation” to make its 
mark.  We are offering the same engraved bricks, at the same price 
we sold them for in 2003, to Underwood families and friends.  If 

you’d like an order form, you can find it on Underwood’s web site, under Parent Information and 
Forms.  If you have questions, please email Kathy Cassidy at cassidyk@nc.rr.com.  Stake your place 
in history!   

 

Underwood: 
 

The Next Generation 

mailto:cassidyk@nc.rr.com

